ABSTRACT
I. INTRODUCTION
Language is one of the important tools that people use to communicate with each other. With language, they can express their idea, feelings, experiences and also their mind about things that happen around them. It also helps them to socialize and interact with other people. One of the wide spread used of languages is English. English has become one of the outstanding languages for most of the people around the world. English is not only used in big cities but also in small villages of many countries in this world whether as their first or second language.
Basically learning English can also increase the capability of Indonesian people to compete in international scope, to have better intelligence, and to get more communication skills so that at the end they will be able to get a better living. In Indonesia, English has been taught from kindergarten to university as a foreign language either compulsory or local subject. Richards and Renandya (2002: 204) state that speaking in a foreign language is difficult for foreign language learners because the effectiveness of oral communication requires the ability to use the language appropriately in social interaction. It means that not all of Indonesian people can speak or use this language as their daily language. In studying English, there are four skills that must be mastered by students; they are speaking, listening, reading and writing. Genc (2007: 6) says that when people learn a language, there are four skills that we need for complete communication. When we learn our native language, we usually learn listening first, then speaking, and then followed by reading, and finally writing.
Speaking is one of those skills that are more practical in learning English because it is a productive skill. Students do not only learn it theoretically but they have to practice it more often.This condition has the students actively practice speaking English to make a better understanding and at the end to improve the English education quality in Indonesia. It can be added that the use of poor techniques and lack of medium in teaching English also creates the poor outcome for students in mastering the four skills especially in speaking.
There are many techniques to solve the problem. One of the techniques is information gap. It is a learning technique where two students or more work together in which each student answers to some kind of a problem or a question. Harmer (2007: 223) states that an information gap activity is an activity where learners are missing the information they need to complete a task and need to talk to each other to find it.
Based on the reason above, this study wants to examine the information gap technique in senior high school students as one of the successful ways in teaching speaking for students. This way can force the students to speak as long as they can explain more about their intention. Directly it will train their pronunciation and learning more about grammar in more fun way.
Since 2004, English has been nationally implemented as one of the subject in senior high school and at that time the government used Competency Based Curriculum as the improvement from 1997 curriculum. This curriculum has been welcomed by the teachers and they claimed that it will be more effectively improving the English teaching learning process than the previous curriculum. But in fact, after the government stated that Indonesia would use Educational Unit Level Curriculum in 2006 still there was no enhancement on how to intensify English language teaching in the classroom especially in senior high school.However since English is still a foreign language in Indonesia, the consequences of teaching it as a foreign language is rather difficult than teaching English as a second language like in other countries such as Malaysia and Singapore. According to Paul (2007:1): English as a foreign language refers to English language learning which is studied by students in a country where English is not a native language. Meanwhile English as a second language refers to English language learning which is studied by students in a country where English is the native language.
As one of the central elements of communication, speaking needs special attention and instruction in an EFL context like the one in Indonesia.
Considering its status as a foreign language in Indonesia, not so many people use it in their day-to-day communication. In spite of the fact that more Indonesians use English in their daily life, many people consider that English instruction is a failure in this country (Renandya, 2004:115) . In reality, as the world and the technology is changing fastly otherwise the human resources in Indonesia become a central issue that need to develop their ability to communicate internationally as the important quality of the country.
Information Gap Technique
Some experts have discussed the advantages of applying information gap activities in teaching speaking. Hess (2001: 3) states:
Information gap activities can provide a comprehensive feedback from the learners, such as a wide diversity of opinions, references, and values, many different experiences and styles of learning. Then, she also adds that information gap activities can foster a learner-autonomous learning style.
It can be concluded that information gap is the communicative practice which two pairs of students have the information which they must connect or relate to the other in order to fill in the gaps. The teacher can ask the students to work in pairs, later teacher can give a form, dialogues or pictures that each of them has some missing parts which need to be completed by changing information.
Based on that condition, students in the classroom have their own part or job to give the missing information that belongs to the other students. Hopefully with these effective activities that happen in the classroom.
II. METHODS
This study used experimental research design which was included in quantitative method. Based on Gay and Airasian (2000: 8) , quantitative method of research is based on the collection and analysis of numerical data, usually obtain from questionnaires, tests, checklist, and other paper and pencil instrument. Based on Arikunto (2006:125) , experimental design is the way to look for the cause and effect relation between two factors.
In experimental design there were three kinds of design; pre-experimental design, true experimental design and quasi experimental design. This study would use quasi experimental design because it was impossible to do randomization. Quasi experimental design is available to the writer to provide adequate control of sources of invalidity when it is not possible to randomly assign participants to groups (Arikunto, 2006:123) .
There were two groups which would be involved in this study; an experimental and the control group. An experimental group would receive the treatment while the control group would not receive the treatment. According to Cohen and Manion (2007:199) sampling that in purposive sampling, also referred to as judgment sampling, the researcher selects a sample based on his or her experience or knowledge of the group to be sampled (Gay and Airasian, 2000: 138) . Based on that statement, this research took two classes; A (XI Science 1), and B (XI Science 2) as the sample of this research. Each of class consists of at least 30 students. Class A was an experimental group and class B was a control group.
Instrument of the Study
Instrument is a device that is use to collect the data and make the work become easy to process (Arikunto, 2006: 160) . As the instrument, this research used tape recorder and a test. Tape recorder used to record students' voices when they worked in pairs to answer the questions.There were two types of test:
Pre-test and Post-test. In both experimental and control class the students would have a pre-test to find out the students' achievement in speaking. Both groups had the same questions and they had it before the treatment. In the other hand, post-test was conducted after treatment. Both experimental and control groups would be given a post-test with the same questions.
III. FINDINGS
The research was designed to find out whether information gap technique could help students to improve their speaking skill or not. In order support this research, the test was used to get the data. Poor : 51 -60 9
Very Poor : 0 -50 22
Total 37
While, the post-test was conducted on September, 30 th , 2014 at 08.30 a.m. Each time took 90 minutes. The total number of students was 37 students.
The post-test was conduct after the treatment done. To assess the test, the students were given some sheets with the same topic but different pictures.
Level of the topic was the same as pre-test. It required 90 minutes to administer it. Very Poor: 0 -50 32
Total 40
The post-test was conducted on October, 1 st , 2014 at 08.30 a.m. The total number of students was 40 students. To assess the test, the students were given some sheets with the same topic but different pictures. Level of the topic was the same as pre-test. It required 90 minutes to administer it. With regard to the use of information gap technique, this study would like to provide some suggestions that may bring benefit to improve speaking skill especially for the teacher and to the students in general, and the other researchers.
a. For teachers, this study can be other resource of important information especially for English teachers so that they will have a various strategies to improve student's speaking skill.
b. For students, they are expected to be able to construct their ideas, and also their concept in speaking by using information gap.They also can be more creative to express their idea, also easier to follow the teaching learning process and absorb the lessons. They will have a lot of times to discuss with others to improve their ability in speaking.
c. For further researcher, this study can give them an informative method and experience in teaching speaking by using information gap, and directly develop their deeper knowledge.
